HOW TO READ TABS AND FINGERPICKNG

The four lines of tablature, or TAB, represent the strings of your ukulele. While it can be
confusing, remember that the bottom line is your 4th, or top string. The numbers in the
TAB tell you what fret to press. The line on which the number is placed tells you what
string to press and pluck.
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When fingerpicking, your picking hand should float above the strings near the sound hole.
The thumb will most often pluck the 3rd or 4th strings with a gentle downwards movement.
Your index and middle fingers will curl into your hand, plucking the 1st and 2nd strings.
Depending on the pattern, your fingers will sometimes pluck different strings.

Keeping your hand very relaxed is essential for endurance and to produce a nice sound.
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The p, i and m written above the TAB tell you what finger to use.

(a)

p : (sometimes #) pluck with your thumb.
i : pluck with your index finger
m : pluck with your middle finger

a : pluck with your ring finger



This method focuses on the p (thumb), i (index) and m (middle) fingers; but note that the
a, or ring finger, can also be used in ukulele fingerpicking.

Some players grow the nails of their picking hand a few millimeters to get a louder and
crisper sound. This is entirely optional.

Note that with some fingerpicking patterns, you may not need to press all the strings of
certain chords. In this method, you can sometimes omit pressing the top, or 4th string.

As long as that string isn't plucked, this makes no difference to the sound. For example,
you don't need to press the 4th string for the F and Am chords in the following exercises.

Notice in exercise 2, the thumb (p) alternates between the 3rd and 4th strings.

In exercise 3, you pluck the 1st and 2nd strings at the same time with your m and i fingers.
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